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Following is a sampling of reported crimes in the expanded 3rd Police District and the
Bloomingdale neighborhood portion of the 5th District. Times shown are when reports
recorded by police; actual incidents will have occurred earlier. Occasionally we include
reports not recorded by the MPD. Emphasis here is placed, for the most part, on listing
crimes against persons occurring in or adjacent to public space. Not generally reported are
the extraordinary numbers of burglaries, auto heists, and Òsmash and grabÓ from parked
cars. These crimes appear to be consistently a problem from Rock Creek eastward and from
downtown north, spread fairly evenly throughout affluent, transitioning, and low-income
neighborhoods. Also not reported, for reasons of space, are most of the numerous, random
purse & other snatchings that can occur anywhere and at any hour.

With the exception of a single crime reported for July 11, data for crimes reported
between July 1 & 24 were not made available to us in time to meet our press deadline.

¥ Adams Mill, 2200 blk.: man approached by 3 others who punched him in face,
knocked him down & forcibly robbed him [10pm, Fri., 7/30] (A seemingly identically-
committed robbery by 3 men occurred 5 hours later in the 1300 blk. of Belmont St. in Col.
Hghts.)
¥ Adams Mill, 2600 blk.: man inside Walter Pierce park accosted by 2 others on bikes
who grabbed him demanding money & when he hesitated one of them told his accom-
plice, Òget the gun for him,Ó whereupon the man handed over his money [6am, Thu.,
8/5]
¥ Belmont, 1300 blk.: man approached by 3 others who punched him in face, knocked
him down & forcibly robbed him [3am, Sat., 7/31] (A seemingly identically-committed
robbery by 3 men occurred 5 hours earlier in the 2200 blk. of Adams Mill Rd. in Adams
Morgan.)
¥ Conn., 1300 blk.: retail store robbed by man who first inquired whether they could
make up party invitations and when informed, ÒYes,Ó pulled a knife, threatening to stab
employee if refused to open cash register [5pm, Wed., 7/28]
¥ Fla. & Seaton: woman accosted by man who punched her in face, grabbed property
& then threw beer in her face [5pm, Wed., 7/28]
¥ Holmead, 3500 blk.: man approached by 2 others from the front who punched him
in the face while another came from behind & pushed him to ground, whereupon he
was robbed [7pm, Sat., 7/31]
¥ Kenyon, 700 blk.: man approached by another asking for Òa lightÓ & before he could
respond man raised his shirt showing a gun & ordered him into alley where he was
robbed [10am, Thu., 8/5]
¥ Lamont & Georgia: woman accosted by 2 men who struck her several times &
attempted to rob her but then fled [8am, Wed., 8/4]
¥ Lamont, 1800 blk.: man accosted from behind by 3 men, placed in a choke hold,
punched in head & body & robbed of money & jacket [11pm, Thu., 7/29]
¥ Lanier, 1700 blk.: 2 persons ordered to ground by 2 others with gun & robbed [12mid,
Wed., 8/4]
¥ Mt. Pleasant, 3000 blk.: man robbed at gunpoint by 2 others [10pm, Wed., 8/4]
¥ P, 900 blk.: man walking & talking on cell phone robbed at gunpoint by another who
ordered him to drop his phone & wallet & walk away [11pm, Thu., 7/29]
¥ P, 1300 blk.: man robbed at gunpoint by 2 others on bikes [10pm, Fri., 7/30]
¥ P, 1400 blk.: shoplifter observed exiting Whole Foods Market with shopping basket
filled with various items that had not been paid for & when employee followed outside
& attempted to stop the theft by grabbing the door of car being gotten into, shoplifter
pulled out an semi-automatic & was able to drive off [3pm, Wed., 7/28]
¥ Park, 1600 blk.: man entering the lobby of his building approached by 3 men, struck
in the face & robbed [4pm, Mon., 7/26]

¥ Parkwood, 1300 blk.: person grabbed & punched by another who came from behind,
fell to ground & robbed [12noon, Thu., 7/29]
¥ Phelps, 1800 blk.: woman accosted by man from behind who grabbed her, knocked
her down & robbed her [12 mid, Sat., 7/31]
¥ Q, 1300 blk.: man robbed at gunpoint by another on a bike who then struck him on
the top of his head with the gun, knocking him to the ground [6am, Sun., 8/1] (Would
appear to be the same robber as in the incident in the same block within moments of this
one]
¥ Q, 1300 blk.: woman robbed at gunpoint by man on a bike [6am, Sun., 8/1] (Would
appear to be the same robber as in the incident in the same block within moments of this
one, although she avoided getting struck & knocked down.)
¥ R, 1200 blk.: man robbed at gunpoint by another on a bike [11pm, Sat., 7/31]
¥ Spring, 1100 blk.: womanÕs purse snatched from her as she was entering the gate in
front of her home [11pm, Sun., 7/25]
¥ T, 900 blk.: man grabbed from behind & robbed of cash pulled from his pants pock-
et [2am, Fri., 7/30]
¥ Vt. & U: two men walking struck by another in the head & face with a crutch wield-
ed by another while his accomplice stood by & watch before both departed scene
[11pm, Sat., 7/31]
¥ 9th & Rhode Is.: man robbed by another at knifepoint [8pm, Wed., 7/28]
¥ 10th, 1500 blk.: 2 persons assaulted by 2 others who forcibly robbed them [3am, Wed.,
8/4]
¥ 11th, 1600 blk.: man walking past another greeted with a ÒWhatÕs up, Dude,Ó and giv-
ing a response, kept on walking but was then approached from behind & robbed by the
questioner who ordered him to empty his pockets [10pm, Wed., 7/28]
¥ 13th, 1700 blk.: man approached by another who demanded that he empty his pock-
ets, then displayed a large handgun, but was foiled when man fled [11pm, Thu., 7/29]
¥ 14th & Belmont: woman assaulted by a large group of men, one of whom struck her
in the face with a bottle & another who stabbed her buttocks with a sharp object [3am,
Sun., 7/11]
¥ 14th & Meridian: man approached from behind by 2 others who asked for money &
then began punching him & going through his pockets when he declined but found
nothing to take [6pm, Tue., 7/27]
¥ 14th & Otis: man accosted by 2 others who had just gotten off Metrobus, placed in a
headlock while having his pockets gone through and property removed & then slashed
in stomach with knife when he began to struggle [12mid, Mon., 7/26]
¥ 14th, 2000 blk.: woman who had just completed withdrawing cash from an ATM
approached by a man who demanded the cash & her ATM card [10am, Thu., 8/5]
¥ 17th, 1700 blk.: 2 gay men attacked inside 7-Eleven store by man described as white,
bet. 25 & 30, slim build, Mohawk, tattoos covering both arms, & large piercings, then
being joined in continuing attack outside by 2nd white man described as 5Õ10Ó, medi-
um build, shaved head, tattoos & piercings; both then drove off in black Toyota Celica
with non-DC plates, starting with letters ÒJCÓ [1:45am, Thu., 7/29] (Although reported
to police, MPD daily crime reports reveal no record of incident.)
¥ 17th, 2400 blk.: man approached by another who punched him in face & forcibly
robbed him [2pm, Wed., 8/4]
¥ 18th, 1800 blk.: man accosted from behind by 3 others who beat him about his body
& forcibly robbed him [2am, Sun., 7/25]
¥ 20th, 1700 blk.: womanÕs purse grabbed by man who ran up from behind & when she
residted was struck on the side of her head with his fist [4am, Sun., 8/1]

SELECTED STREET CRIMES: Reported, July 11 - August 5

family entertainment such as Latin and
Gospel choirs, dance and theatrical
troupes, and local artists. Coordinated by
Belmont Road resident, Celestino Zapata,
it will be held on the steps of the First
Church of Christ, Scientist, combined with
Unity Park, as the venue. ÒThis is really
exciting,Ó said Zapata, Òan opportunity to
use my background in artist management
and show some of what my neighborhood
exemplifies as a community!Ó Bank of
America is the sponsor of the Cultural
Stage.

Festival co-director Maria Gomez of
MaryÕs Center for Maternal and Child
Care, stresses the input of community and
neighborhood concerns into the planning.
ÒWhether in the vendor review process, or
keeping the street closures to only one day,
or involving our local Sitar Center students,
we have sincerely strived to create a festival
attractive to both locals and visitors.Ó

Much of Adams Morgan Day 2004 will

be familiar with the same great Columbia
Road and Florida Avenue music stages.
Clear ChannelÕs Jerry Phillips returns for
the 18th year as organizer of the Florida
Avenue stage, with Carolina Restrepo as
Spanish interpreter and co-host. Some fea-
tured acts will be Chopteenth AfroBeat Big
Band, Salsa Latin Sounders, Sounds of
Brazil, and America-Bossa Jazz. 

Other familiar elements will be a basket-
ball tournament, KidÕs Fair coordinated by
Maggi MooÕs Ice Cream, Arts on Belmont,
and T-Shirts offered by local business spon-
sors that include SAKI Asian Grill and
Adams Mill Bar & Grill. Some returning
sponsors are Sun Trust, Citibank, Adams
Investment, DC Chartered Health,
Safeway and Zip Car. 

Kerri Washington, owner of Maggie
Moos, explained that community spirit and
Adams MorganÕs attractiveness to visitors
from throughout the region attracted both
her and her husband Darryl to choose
opening their business here. ÒAdams
Morgan Day is a great time to introduce
our special product to many new families

ADAMS MORGAN
From p. 1

Cont., ADAMS MORGAN, p. 21
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management agreement for the parking facility or lot
located on the [Stead Playground] Land shall not
require the DistrictÕs consent.Ó

And, in addition to the lack of any provision in this
proposed lease for community involvement in Center,
the single provision dealing with the its activities
impacting the neighborhood simply directs the Center
to Òarrange all exterior lighting in such a manner so as
not to disturb neighbors; provided that it is acknowl-
edged that any athletic fields may be lighted until
11:00 p.m. each evening of operation and use (or, if
later, the time until which such fields are lighted dur-
ing the period immediately prior to the execution of
this Lease). . . .Ó

How the Park Came Into Being
The origins of the Stead Playground are rooted in

the social programs of the 1930s and 1940s New
DealÑspecifically, the concerns of the U.S. National
Capital Parks and Planning Commission and the
Commissioners for the District of Columbia for pro-
viding playgrounds in city parks located in densely
populated, congested areas which had no such facili-
ties and which were reputed to have high levels of
juvenile delinquency. After surveying the DistrictÕs
needs in the early 1940s, NCPPC (now known as
NCPC, having dropped ÒParksÓ from its official name)
established a plan for creating three playgrounds in the
three highest priority neighborhoods of need in
NorthwestÑCardozo, Jamaica (today, the portion of what
is known as Dupont East), and Seaton. Jamaica, which car-
ried the name of the original tract of land for that area of
northwest Washington City that was transferred from
Prince Georges County, Maryland to the new federal dis-
trict in 1791, became known as ÒSteadÓ when the District
Commissioners and NCPPC learned of the charitable
bequest of Robert Stead for a playground for the perpetual
use of the children of Washington, DC to be named in
honor of his first wife Mary, who was the granddaughter of
the illustrious Washingtonian Peter Force.

Federal appropriations, beginning in 1944, were includ-
ed in NCPPCÕs annually appropriated budgets for this pur-
pose and eventually 30 building lotsÑwith their varying
improvements (except for three that were vacant)Ñwere
acquired for the Jamaica (now referred to as ÒSteadÓ)
Playground. These 30 lots were in three parts: 10 lots facing
P Street between 16th and 17th Streets and two sets of 10
lots facing each other on Church Street one block north of
the P Street lots.

Interestingly, the NCPPCÕs original plans called for the
PlaygroundÕs frontage to be on 17th Street. Commercial
property owners on 17th, however, demonstrated to
NCPPC that considerable savings would occur if the
PlaygroundÕs frontage was shifted from 17th to P Street
instead. And indeed, they estimated a cost of between
$51,000 and $107,000 rather than the projected $158,000
for the P Street rather than the 17th Street lots and
improvements. In either case, the commission was adamant
that the Playground be open to the street. A hidden, interi-
or playground, as one commissioner articulated for
NCPPC, would provide the neighborhood with a menace
rather than an asset.

In late 1944, when a halt in land acquisition for all the
playgrounds was suggested because of the continuance of
World War II, which at that time was expected to last
through all of 1946, President Franklin D. Roosevelt insist-
ed that the urgent need of these three playgrounds for the
children of the nationÕs Capital was too great for any such
delay. And thus, land acquisition was nearing completion
in 1949 when the NCPPC formally adopted a resolution
accepting the Stead Trust and naming the site the Mary
Force Stead Playground in furtherance of the recommen-
dation of the Commissioners for the District of Columbia
and the subsequent direction of the U.S. District Court and
upheld by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit.

The Stead PlaygroundÕs 1.39 acres, of which the NCPPC
expected 1.3 acres to be dedicated to playing field, play-
ground, and open green space usage, continues at present
as Dupont CircleÕs only recreational, playground facility,
serving a unique historic community of city dwellers, and
intended, according to long-time residents and community
activists to provide both a necessary facility for the commu-
nityÕs children and to serve as an anchor of civic green space
midway between Dupont and Logan Circles.

And while neither the Playground nor the 19th century
converted carriage house that serves as its small, two-level
recreation-center have historic preservation protection, staff

of the DistrictÕs Historic Preservation Office, supported by
recommendations from the Dupont Circle Conservancy,
are exploring the preparation of their own recommenda-
tions to the Historic Preservation Review Board for the
inclusion of the entire 1.39 acres in the Dupont Historic
District, and the provision of historic preservation protec-
tion for the old carriage house. (The Cairo Hotel, now ren-
ovated as condominium apartments, which is in the same
swath as Stead Playground and also not included in the his-
toric district, nonetheless is protected by virtue of it having
been separately listed as an individual historic landmark
many years ago.)

The scarcity of open green space appropriate for recre-
ation and related purposes has been recognized by the city
council and agencies, and the Dupont Circle neighbor-
hood benefits directly through various protections provided
for in the zoning regulations for residential neighborhoods,
and in the particular provisions found in the cityÕs
Comprehensive Plan, the Dupont Circle Special
Treatment Area, the Dupont Circle Overlay District, and
the side-by-side Dupont Circle and 16th Street Historic
Districts. The Comprehensive Plan, for example, states that
Òneighborhood businesses, schools, park and recreational
facilities, churches, and other public facilities all add to the
livability of our communities. These uses must be protect-
ed, stabilized, and improved.Ó Stead Playground falls with-
in an R-5-B moderate density, 50-foot maximum height res-
idential zone. The Dupont Circle Special Treatment Area
establishes a mandate to Òenhance the residential character
of the area by maintaining existing residential uses and con-
trolling the scale, location, and density of commercial and
residential development;Ó

The Comprehensive Plan further warns that Òthe major
pressure on the [historic stability of Dupont Circle] is the
continuing erosion of residential use by office use and the
displacement of local services by retail uses that attract a
broader market.Ó Text of the Dupont Circle Overlay
District continues this theme: ÒStrong protections are need-
ed to retain [Dupont CircleÕs] low scale, predominately res-
idential character, independent small retail businesses,
human scale streetscapes, and historic character.Ó Special
emphasis is given to an exhortation to Òencourage greater
use of public transportation and the free circulation of vehi-
cles through public streets and alleys.Ó

City Official Conducts Meeting
How all this relates to the Metro DC GLBT CenterÕs

plans for a five-story office building and a three-level,
underground parking facility for 540 vehicles was thought
to be the subject of a neighborhood meeting of all stake-
holders in the issues of Dupont Circle open/green space in
general and the future of Stead Playground in particular.
However, in the first of three Òcall and responseÓ-style com-
munity meetings on Dupont Circle neighborhood parks,
held on August 4 at the Foundry United Methodist Church,
DPR Deputy Director Drew Becher, who chaired this large
and lively meeting, announced that the scope of this and
two succeeding meetings would be confined to the consid-
eration of the neighborhoodÕs wishes in the use of a narrow
band of so-called green or open spaces ranging from the
Stead Playground northward to the small triangular parks at

New Hampshire Avenue and S and T Streets, and
including the tiny pocket parks along that same angu-
lar path at Q and U Streets.

The meeting, Becher made clear, would not be
about Stead Playground and the Metro DC GLBT
Community Center proposal. This surprised the well
over 100 residents in attendance, many of whom
arrived at the meeting expressing their eagerness to
question Councilmember Jack Evans and Park and
Recreation Department officials regarding the plans
of the Center for the new constructionÑespecially
that of the office building and the parking facilityÑon
the playground site. And, a number of attendees nois-
ily interrupted the beginning of this heavily attended
meeting by first asking and then shouting questions
and assertions at Becher regarding Stead, but Becher
refused to entertain any such questions, as did an
architect from the Washington firm of Oculus who
conducted the participatory part of the eveningÕs
meeting; in fact, Becher encouraged those protesting
his agenda to leave, whereupon the protestors took
him at his word and walked out.

Those remaining engaged in a standard meeting
procedure where an introductory, illustrated slide lec-
ture of contemporary parks and recreational facilities
was presented. Following that, the audience was then
broken up into 10 small groups, with parks and recre-
ation department and Green Spaces for DC staff serv-
ing as group facilitators, and charged with reporting
back to the larger group their 10 wishes (in priority
order) for the use of the open/green spaces that had
been specified in the narrowly identified swath more

or less along the 17th Street strip.
The rankings and priorities of the 10 reporting groups

were assembled as each of the groups reported; staff then
provided Becher with the totals and rankings of the
expressed desires and wishes for uses of the Stead
Playground and S and T Street parks. These, with their
respective numbers of votes, are as follows:
■ athletic playing fields, including outdoor basketball

courts (11 votes);
■ childrenÕs playgrounds (9 votes);
■ a three-way tie among with eight votes each for dog park

facilities, passive green spaces with shade and benches,
and better landscaping in the parks;

■ a two-way tie with seven votes each between the desire
to incorporate the adjacent alleys and street entrances to
Stead Playground into boundary spaces for passive
recreation and the wish to provide art, including inter-
active art in the playgrounds;

■ an open learning center (4 votes);
■ a four-way tie with three votes each for murals in the

parks, outdoor space for events, walking and running
spaces, and light recreational facilities for seniors;

■ a two-way tie with two votes each for the provision of
board games as well as more, uniquely open/green
spaces; and finally,

■ a two-way tie of one vote each for community gardens
and water fountains.

In addition to an extended discussion of the need for
more open/green space in the neighborhood, there were
also calls for the restoration of the Stead PlaygroundÕs recre-
ation center, once a carriage house, later two apartments
highly regarded by the NCPPC appraisers, and presently
serving as the recreational center. There were no ÒwishesÓ
or desires expressed for the construction of any buildings or
parking facilities at Stead or the S and T Streets parks at
New Hampshire Avenue.

The schedule for two additional meetings was then
announced for September 8 (which is the same date as the
Dupont Circle ANCÕs monthly meeting) and October 5,
both again at 7 p.m. at the Foundry United Methodist
Church at 16th and P Streets.

Neighborhood ANC Yet to Weigh In
Although the Dupont Circle Advisory Neighborhood

Commission (ANC) has received no formal proposal for
the leasing of the Stead Playground by the Metro DC
Community Center, Inc. and the proposed construction of
a five-story office building and three-level underground
parking garage on the site, the issue of the Stead
Playground was interjected into the ANCÕs July meeting by
Commissioner Mark Bjorge, whose single member district
includes Stead and who had received concerns and com-
plaints from constituents regarding lights, noise, and late
night events being planned for the Playground athletic play-
ing field. Commissioner Bjorge also reported on the
Dupont Circle ConservancyÕs plans to recommend historic
protection for the 19th century carriage house at Stead and
for the inclusion of the Stead Playground in the Dupont

STEAD PARK
From p. 1

Cont., STEAD PARK, p. 22

site plan—courtesy, Metro DC Community Center, Inc.

Proposed alternative site plans would have the soccer field remain at the northern end of
the area, bordering on the alley behind Q Street.



equate knocking it all down with stabiliza-
tion. This community will be left anything
but stable.Ó

Seaton Elementary School does figure
into the cityÕs own rehabilitation plans, but
the proposed public-private partnership
with Clark Realty can put it on the fast
track, and while Shaw residents may get a
new school, similar to Oyster Elementary
in Woodley Park, Clark will also retain the
rights to build more condominiums at the
market rate of about $400,000 per unit. The
area may indeed need a new school, but the
conditions for private entities are above all
for profit: five or six, $400,000 individual
units could pay for the construction of the
school while altering the character of the
beloved community in and around the
school. Residents say itÕs a question of
resources, and where those resources are
directed. Not only development but the
existing housing situation draws the scorn
of Johnson, particularly with the situation
of current property managers not living up
to the requirements of Section 8, the feder-
al housing program designed to assist low-
income people to continue to reside in
neighborhoods from which they would oth-
erwise be priced-out.

ÒTheyÕre being rewarded for allowing the
buildings to fall into a dilapidated state so
that a new community with an $80,000 to
$200,000 income can come in here,Ó said
Campbell. ÒIf theyÕre forced to move, they
wonÕt be able to find anything around here,
and itÕs doubtful that the landlords theyÕd
be going to would accept Section 8 vouch-

ers.Ó
Pat Gaston is Secretary of the Kelsey

Gardens Tenants Association and is a life-
long Northwest DC resident who has found
herself on the losing end for most of her
life, yet still managed to raise four children
during the turmoil of the last decade.

Kelsey Gardens is one of six Section 8
residential complexes that will be lost in the
Ward 2 shuffle. H.R. Crawford, formerly a
member of the DC city council represent-
ing Ward 7 and through his management
company of which he is president,
Crawford-Edgewood Managers, Inc., man-

ages the 54-unit complex for its owners, the
Greater Deliverance Church of God in
Christ.

According to Gaston, in April of 2004, a
number of residents of Kelsey Gardens
received a promissory note for $1,000 to
cover moving expenses and were also prom-
ised Section 8 vouchers. GastonÕs husband
was one of those who accepted the checks
and joined a ÒfauxÓ tenants association,
organized by Crawford himself. 

ÒI got home and I saw this check, and
when I showed it to a lawyer, it was a trick
bag,Ó said Gaston. ÒI said to him, Ôyou just

gave our house away,Õ and thatÕs when I
began fighting for my familyÕs survival,
something IÕd got real good at through the
drug wars and when this neighborhood was-
nÕt a place [where] anyone would want to
live. Who wouldÕve thought that once
things start turning around the people that
made it through with no arrest records
would be pushed out?Ó

Crawford, who is black, is claimed to
have publicly played the race card by stat-
ing that Kelsey Gardens tenantsÕ resistance
to his plans to sell the building is an
appeasement to the Òwhite man.Ó This line
of reasoning has also come up in the case of
the $100 million renovation of the O Street
Market and the near definite removal of the
residents of adjoining Gibson Plaza, which
Crawford also manages. As many character-
ize what is happening, in an economic war
where many of the key players are middle-
and upper-class African-Americans, the dis-
course of the Òwhite gentrifiersÓ loses all
meaning since the promoters of real estate
deals are not always white and the people
being effected by are not all black.

ÒAfrica back in the days of slavery, all the
slaves that were caught werenÕt gathered up
by white people with nets,Ó said Gaston.
ÒThey were turned in by their own chiefs
too.Ó

When the residents of Kelsey Gardens
were made aware of the Òtrick bagÓ that
they were being offered, Manna
Community Development CorporationÕs
(CDC) community organizer Gloria
Robinson aided them through the labyrinth
of the legal means for removal available to
developers.

The residents then formed their own ten-
ants association and were then sued by
CrawfordÕs company and the proposed new
projectÕs developer, Metropolitan
Development who claimed that the tenants
association was not a valid entity and could
not buy the building. But, in a July 15, 2004
decision, the cityÕs Department of
Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA)
recognized the Kelsey Gardens Tenants
Association. This means that now the bur-
den will be on Crawford, who brokered the
deal with Metropolitan and the
Deliverance Church of God, to prove that
their proposed condominiums should be
allowed.

In a telephone interview with The
InTownerwhile on vacation outside the city,
H.R. Crawford said the last thing he was
seeking to do was to displace lower-income
people but, rather, to create  an economi-
cally and racially integrated residential
community. To that end, he said, the new
condominium project would also include
54, Section 8 affordable rental units, the
same number as there are now.
Furthermore, he believes he has been very
fair with the tenants by offering vouchers
and paying moving expenses and securing
relocation into even better apartments than
they have now. In fact, he said, many of the
families have been anxious to leave and
many have already found new homes that
they glad to be in.

Yet many residents of Kelsey Gardens are
still in fear of imminent danger of losing
their homes, and, The InTownerhas been
told, the property managers have engaged
in intimidation tactics, making their pres-
ence felt by welding the gate to the gardens
shut, disabling the intercom system, remov-
ing the flowers, and engaging in a public
relations blitz that threatens the survival of
a vulnerable community.

When asked if these allegations were
true, Crawford said he had no knowledge of
any specifics, pointing out that he does not
engage in day-to-day management details.
He further stated that he would not have
ordered such actions, but if the gates had in
fact been locked it would have been only to
protect residents from neighborhood gangs,

SHAW
From p. 7

Cont., SHAW, p. 21
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T he use and history of the cityÕs police
and fire call boxes has often pro-

voked much curiosity by residents and
visitors alike, with over 875 of the aban-
doned boxes having recently been
scraped and painted by the DC
Department of Transportation. They can
usually be found on street corners, and
are now part of an exclusive program
spearheaded by Cultural Tourism DC,
coined ÒArt on Call,Ó that aims to rejuve-
nate, celebrate, and rehabilitate the street
furniture into neighborhood icons meld-
ing both art and history. Over 36 neigh-
borhood groups are participating to date,
and in July, the Historic Mount Pleasant
organization unveiled the first complete
project, nine call boxes outfitted with
intricate bronze sculptures by local artist
Michael Ross. [Ed. Note: See David
BarrowsÕ revelatory commentary about
Ross and his work in this issueÕs
ÒNeighborhood ArtÓ feature.]

Elaborate fire and police call boxes
like those pictured here are believed to
have been first installed throughout
Washington beginning in the 1860s.
They complimented a large system of gas
street light illumination, first installed in
the city streets in 1848. The peak of gas
illumination was reached in 1926, how-
ever, when there were 12,371 gaslights
burning in the city. The fire call box seen
above in the vintage image was installed
at the corner of 18th and Kenyon Streets
in Mt. Pleasant sometime after 1910, and
was typical of these early designsÑa
round or octagonal cast iron base, a call
box, and a tall lamp post atop which con-
cealed a gas burner. Red glass with
etched white lettering was illuminated
from behind with a constantly burning
gaslight. They were manufactured by the
Gamewell Corporation of Upper
Newton Falls, Massachusetts, which also
manufactured the police call boxes
added later to the alarm system.

The early fire call box required the
sender to break the glass, turn the key and
open the door, then pull down the hook
inside to transmit the alarm to a central
alarm office where the box number was
tapped out on a bell, flashed on a red
signal light, and punched out on a paper
tape register much like a stock
ticker. There was also a telegraph
key and sounder inside each box,
which the chief or chiefÕs driver
could use to order a greater alarm
or all-out fire signal to the central
alarm office. The early round
pedestal designed for Washington
is called a ÒNottÓ base and was the
original pedestal used for holding
fire alarm boxes; it was painted
black with the alarm box painted
red. Some early fire call boxes
were mounted directly on trees or
building walls.

A 1923 decision to convert the
gaslights to electric was gradually
implemented over the following
decade, and the last three gaslights
were turned off on June 23, 1934.
WashingtonÕs fire call boxes then
adapted a large, white globe elec-
tric light fixture placed atop the
light pole. Later still, these globes
were replaced with small orange
industrial globes still seen on
some of the boxes today.

Each fire alarm box had a
spring wound movement like an
alarm clock which, when the
switch was pulled, sent in four
rounds of its location code num-
ber to the central alarm office
which is still located near the
McMillan reservoir. The first call boxes
installed Washington in the 1860s were

apparently painted black, and always kept
locked. A sign over the box on the pole
notified where the key could be found,

usually at a corner grocery store or other
retail establishment. Each key was num-
bered and trapped in the door until the
department arrived so they could see who

opened the box to send the alarm.
Starting in the late 1880s the color
scheme changed when police boxes
were introduced, which were painted
blue, and the older fire call boxes were
painted red. 

Fire call boxes had a simple pole and
protected light on top, which was con-
stantly illuminated to aid public and
police in locating the boxes at night. Fire
call boxes provided a protected switch
for residents and pedestrians to pull in
the event of a fire, signaling the depart-
ment in a central dispatch office that a
fire had been spotted in that particular
block. These boxes were painted red,
and identified with a unique number for
identification. By the early 1930s newer
fire boxes were used which added a
quick action door on the front allowing
the user simply to pull down the door
and pull the hook to send in the alarm. 

By the mid-1890s, when the cables
were placed underground in conduits,
the city started using ornamental iron
posts to mount the boxes, and possibly a
few old gas street light bases. By the late
1910s, Washington began using a tele-
phone handset in the police boxes,
which was for the exclusive use by police
officers for voice communication with
their police precinct. Police boxes can be
easily identified by their one sided, flat
panels with a curved top, and without an
extended pole. Fire call boxes, on the
other hand, can be identified by their
house-like shaped box area, operable
doors or an open frame, and extended
pole on top. Police officers often knew
which box numbers were prone to false
alarms or pranks by local children. 

Police call boxes, on the other hand,
were sealed boxes that a patrol officer
would use a key to enter and flip a switch
to notify a central command center that
his patrol was proceeding as normal and
that no assistance was necessary. Police
officers pulled a different box switch on
their patrol route every 30 minutes. They
also featured a telephone that officers
could use to communicate problems to
the central command. Their patrol
routes were called ÒCarney BlocksÓ after
an officer that devised the system, with

the overall effort coined the
ÒPatrol Signal SystemÓ or ÒPSS.Ó
The police call box was painted
blue with a grey base. All early
police boxes were on party lines
so the officers would have to pull
the box lever to identify which
box he was at on the circuit.
There was also a pointer in the
early boxes for Ambulance, Paddy
Wagon, Riot, Fire, etc., so special
signals could be sent in. The
locked front door had a citizenÕs
key, which by inserting the key in
the door, a wagon call could be
sent in for accidents, etc., by
passersby who would obtain a key
from a corner grocery store or
prominent business. 

Paul Ponzelli, a retired police
officer, recalls call boxes in
Georgetown having heavy rings
affixed to the base in which occa-
sionally an officer might handcuff
a suspect and use the phone to
call the central command center
to send a car to take the individ-
ual to the station, all the while
continuing his rounds. Ponzelli
also revealed that two call boxes
were executed in polished brass,
one being located in front of the

White House, and one being at Union
Station. The latter was used by President

Scenes from
the Past...

photo—Historic Mt. Pleasant files, City Museum; courtesy, Historical Society of Washington.

This photograph shows the original configura-
tion of a fire call box with its red glass globe
concealing a gas fixture. It was taken shortly
after 1910, the year in which the house in the
background was built, at 1801 Kenyon Street
(looking west across 18th Street).

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

photo—Paul K. Williams—The InTowner.

This Summer 2004 view of the same location shows the fire
call box at 18th and Kenyon Streets after the removal of the gas
fixture that once sat on top of the pole.  Artist Michael Ross’
bronze sculpture, A Village Comes to Life: Mount Pleasant
After the Civil War is permanently installed in the interior of
the box.

photo—Gene Thomas; courtesy, Washingtoniana Division, 
Martin Luther King Jr. Library.  

This police officer was photographed at 18th and G Streets at
box No. 32 in 1950, demonstrating the use of the interior
phone found in each police call box. 



August 2004 • The InTowner • Page 13

RESERVATIONS
RECOMMENDED

By Alexandra Greeley*
RED GINGER CARIBBEAN AND LATIN AMERICAN BISTRO

Carrying a Torch (as in torch ginger)

D ecidedly under new ownership, the
Red Ginger BistroÑformerly owned

and cooked for by the renowned Sharon
Banks and husbandÑhas a decidedly less
aggressive atmosphere and a pared-down
menu. It also seems to attract a much small-
er crowd, if a recent Sunday night sets any
example. At 7:15, I was the sole patron.
Never mind, by 8 p.m. others had straggled
in and pretty soon the Red Ginger, if not
echoing with conversation and music, had
its fair share of patrons tucking into the new
owner/chefÕs menu.

His concept: A mix of Caribbean, Latino
and down-South goodies that may pique
appetites as well as puzzle the culinary
mind. How to explain the appetizer mussels
steamed with oven-dried tomatoes and
chorizo sausage appearing one line up from
oysters encrusted with plantains, which for
all the world sounds like a kitschy version of
New OrleansÕ fabled Oyster PoÕ Boy. Other
appetizers sounded fairly mundane, and,
for example, even if the shrimp quesadilla
fairly burst with flavor, quesadillas are too
commonplace to bother with at such a
fancy restaurant.

And even if such appetizer combos

sound a bit unusual, you will applaud the
chefÕs flashy take on JamaicaÕs jerk chicken.
His offering of Jamaican Jerk Chicken
ÒLollipopsÓ resounds with the throb of heat
upon heat, tempered by a dollop of roasted
corn and black bean salsa. Gleaming with a
luscious marinade, these crunchy drum-
sticks may well be one of the best interpre-
tations of the jerk theme IÕve ever tasted. ItÕs
even money that says these may be the
chefÕs best starter.

A glance through the sides listing tips you
off: This guy must have his roots in
LouisianaÑcollard greens, corn grits,
mashed sweet potatoes and roasted corn
suggest serious soul food. Yet the entr�es
take you off to the islands again, with a few
stops in Mexico. Whatever else may tempt
you, indulge yourself with the rack of lamb
rubbed with red mole pasteÑmole being
one of MexicoÕs best-loved and most unusu-
al contributions to the food world. Imagine
anyone dreaming up a paste of ground
unsweetened chocolate, herbs, and chilies,
and all this in countless variations on the
theme. Here, the grilled lamb bears the
same haunting flavor of this combination

Theodore Roosevelt when his train arrived
at the station to signal the White House
that he required a motorcade to the
Executive Mansion. The box remains in a
private collection. The Gamewell
Corporation advertised heavily with a fear
campaign theme, and, as a result, thou-
sands of cities worldwide installed their sys-
tems.

Throughout the tenure of the PSS sys-
tem, the yearly City Directories recorded
detailed annual statistics. For example, in
1925, it reported that 806 fire alarm boxes
were in service, with a total of 2,670 alarms
pulled that year, 278 of which were false.
The city had added 24 new fire call box
locations that year alone. In addition, it was
recorded that there were 489 police call
boxes operable in the city that same year.
The two types of call boxes were wired
together and to their respective central
commands by an astonishing 7,344 miles of
underground cable.

Many other cities had call box systems
manufactured by such companies as
Gamewell. Several different styles of bases
and boxes were made but were individually
designed for that particular city. San
Francisco still operates a call box system
with both the police and fire boxes attached
to a single pole. The early gas light poles
and call boxes in some cities like New York
and Boston had the operating instructions
etched in the red glass atop the box.
Washington is one of very few cities that
have any remnants of the system left in the
original locations on the streets. Of the
1,500 initially installed, approximately 875
remain today, found in all quadrants of the
District.

In most cities, walkie-talkies and two-way
car radios caused the initial downfall of the
police and fire boxes. The call boxes in
Washington were maintained by the
Department of Public Works with many
remaining in use until 1976, when the 911
system of emergency contact was fully
established. Many of the police and fire call

boxes were abandoned after the 1968 riots,
however, when civil unrest destroyed many
of those in the affected areas, while others
were continually used for false alarms.

—Paul Kelsey Williams
Historic Preservation Specialist

Kelsey & Associates, Washington, DC

[EditorÕs Note: The Art on Call program of
Cultural Tourism DC is being coordinated
by Paul Williams. Interested participants
can find out more information on the pro-
gram, or if there is an active group working
on call boxes in your neighborhood, by call-
ing (202) 462-3389 or by email at
Callboxes@aol.com. See, also, ÒMt.
Pleasant to Unveil Call Box Sculptures
Celebrating its History,Ó InTowner, July
2004, page 1.]

SCENES
From p. 12

photo—Gary McLeod; courtesy, Capital Fire Museum

The two types of call boxes included a police call box
(left) painted blue and gray and a fire call box (right)
painted red and gray.

Cont., DINING, p. 15



I dug into a hearty curried chicken dinner,
which arrived with tender cabbage, car-

rots, green pepper and a side of rice and
peas at TobagoÕs Catering and Caf�, a store-
front Caribbean eatery in Shaw. I ordered a
pineapple ginger drink, a house specialty,
to complement my meal. The fresh ginger
in the invigorating juice crept up on me.
Soon a pleasant after burn filled my mouth.

Owner and chef Antoinette Charles is
determined to introduce ginger to her cus-
tomers. Rather than pushing the more pun-
gent ginger beer, she decided to woo them
with a softer drink. ÒPineapple is there to
add a complementary flavor,Ó Ms. Charles
says. The fruit juice holds back the Òimme-
diate stingÓ of the ginger. 

The chef, who previously worked in the
investment and real estate fields, was raised
in Trinidad where Òginger is like a staple.
We grew up with it.Ó (Ms. Charles named
her restaurant after neighboring Tobago to
pay tribute to the less well-known island.}
The spice, she points out, goes naturally
with Caribbean food: ÒAny item youÕre
cooking, you add a pinch for flavor.Ó

For Antoinette Charles, ginger also
makes an excellent tonic. ÒIf IÕm not feeling
100 percent, I drink a cup of freshly grated
ginger tea sweetened with honey. ItÕs a rem-
edy I would use before trying something
concocted in a laboratory.Ó

Ginger, one of the most ancient of all
spices, was a relative latecomer to the
Americas. Native to South China or
Southeast Asia or IndiaÑor to all of them,
depending on the authority you consultÑ
the plant is cloaked in mystery.
Commentators debate the origin of its
name. Some say it comes from the Sanskrit
word, Òsingabera,Ó meaning Òhorned or
antlered thing.Ó ThatÕs an appealing expla-
nation, but probably not accurate. More
likely the name derives from a South
Indian word.

Like most of us, I suspect, I knew little
about the plant. We think of ginger as a root
but in fact the rhizome is an underground
stem. The tropical spice, which thrives with
high humidity and rainfall, is best
described by Bruce Cost, a leading expert:
ÒIt grows up to three feet tall with thin,
pointed, nine-inch leaves and small yellow
to yellow-green flowers with touches of pur-
ple. The rhizome creeps as it grows along
by sprouting new stalks.Ó The oils in the
knobs, or Òhands,Ó create gingerÕs intense
fragrance.

Ginger is one of the few spices that does
not grow by seed. It is propagated by plant-
ing small pieces of the stem. Cultivating it
requires planning and effort, a sign of how
much the spice has always been prized.

The mature ginger sold in the supermar-
ket is just the spiceÕs most familiar form. I
discovered spring or baby ginger in a lively
salad served at the Burma Restaurant. The
small pink slips of the stem, which are
tangy but not hot, are tossed with cabbage,
carrots, sesame seeds, onions, and peanuts.

Ginger, whose family also includes
turmeric and cardamom, won a wide fol-
lowing. The Greeks, Romans, Arabs,

Assyrians, Egyptians, among others, were
converts. The spice came to be treasured
both as a food and a drug. Its medicinal
virtueÑthe ability to create body heatÑ
was the very quality that made ginger an
exhilarating seasoning.

ÒThe plant which repels dampness and
wind.Ó The earliest definition of ginger in
the Chinese language sings the praise of a
healing spice, praise that will be echoed
throughout its history. Hot ginger, the
Chinese believed, warmed the body and in
the process warded off chills and flatu-
lence. The tonic perked up the appetite
and fueled the sex drive. Generally, ginger
helped keep the system in balance.

It was said to ease digestion and to cure
food poisoning. The Chinese were early
advocates of what has become modern wis-
domÑthat ginger counteracts nausea.
Sailors from the kingdom took fresh ginger
on their voyages to prevent seasickness. The
Chinese Òplant pot herbs, vegetables, and
ginger in wooden troughsÓ on their ships,
the Arab writer Ibn Batuta reported in the
14th century.

So sharp and pure was its fragrance that
ginger was considered heavenly. The spice
Òputs a person in contact with the spiritual
effluences,Ó the oldest Chinese pharma-
copoeia stated. Ginger also cleansed the
body so as not to offend the Gods. It was
stored in the tombs of royals to provide
them nourishment in the afterlife.

Ginger was expected to refresh manÕs
food, to banish distasteful odors from the
kitchen and dining table. The aroma Òelim-
inates the stench of raw flesh,Ó the poet
Chang Heng wrote. Ginger could also ele-
vate even the freshest food. Scenting
steamed fish with ginger and spring onion,
a classic Cantonese technique, was sup-
posed to produce the cleanest, non-fishy
aroma.

The Chinese recognized gingerÕs affinity
with sweets. They sweetened it first with
honey and later with sugar to make a treat
that was both tasty and good for the diges-
tion. Sugar syrup and crystal sugar were
used as preservatives and as vehicles for
trading the spice long distances.

Ginger reached Europe during the
Middle Ages when canisters of the spice
graced many a nobleÕs table. After pepper,
ginger was the most coveted of the Oriental
spices. The aristocracy showed off their
wealth and rank by displays of the luxuries.
Spices were collected and offered as pres-
ents.

The Europeans also desired spices
because they were exciting and invigorat-
ing. They pepped up an otherwise pedestri-
an dish. The most popular sauces in 14th
century Europe all relied on ginger, the
Òmost protean of spices,Ó as food historian
Bruno Laurioux called it: ginger and saf-
fron; ginger, cloves, and cardamom; ginger
and cinnamon.

The Europeans found its fire intoxicat-
ing. ÒGinger shall be hot iÕ thÕ mouth,Ó
Shakespeare wrote in Twelfth Night. The
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Food in the ‘Hood
By Joel Denker

HOT I’ TH’ MOUTH: UNEARTHING GINGER

Editor’s Note: The writer, a former Peace Corp volunteer in Africa many
years ago, is the author of Capital Flavors: Exploring Washington’s Ethnic
Restaurants (1988, Seven Locks Press), which evolved from his series in
this newspaper over a decade ago, known then as “The Ethnic Bazaar.” In
addition, his The World on a Plate: A Tour Through the History of America’s
Ethnic Cuisines was published in June 2003 by Westview Press (www.
westviewpress.com), in which part of one chapter was drawn from articles
that originally had appeared in this space.

Queries, comments, suggestions can be sent to denker@starpower.net.

www.intowner.com

Our Weekday 
Lunch Specials

Mondays
Bud, Burger & Fries  $7.95

It’s the Real Deal! A 12oz Budweiser, 
A Half-Pound Burger, and Steak Fries.

Tuesdays
Ceasar Chicken Wrap  $8.95

Grilled Chicken with Lettuce, Tomatoes, Onions, Rice &
Our Special Sauce. Served with Baked Beans.

Wednesdays
Pancakes $7.95 • Pancakes & Eggs $8.95

Served with Fresh Fruit, Home Fries or Steak Fries, 
and Sausage or Bacon.

Thursdays
BBQ Sandwich  $8.95

A 6oz Portion of BBQ Pork Served on a Sesame Seed
Bun. Served with Steak Fries and Cole Slaw. 

Fridays
Shrimp Salad  $10.95
Shrimp Cocktail $8.95

Stuffed Flounder $18.95
Lobster Cakes $19.95

Soft Shell Crab Sandwich  $9.95
Served with French Fries and Cole Slaw 

Soft Shell Crab Platter  $16.95
Two Soft Shells Served w/ French Fries and Cole Slaw 

Please don’t forget we’re OPEN 24 HRS. Every Weekend & All Legal Holidays
Serving Brunch 6AM - 4PM • Dinner 4PM - Midnight • Midnight Brunch • Midnight - 6AM

Everyday Specials

Cont., FOOD, p. 15
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Enjoy our acclaimed Regional Italian cuisine 
at moderate prices, overlooking the 

bustling neighborhood scene 

Patio Dining • Piano Player
Convenient to major hotels and Dupont Circle Metro

1701 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. Washington D.C. 20009

(202) 667-5505
VALET PARKING FOR OUR DINNER CUSTOMERS

Celebrating Our 16th Year!
We could not have done it without you!

and is truly a memorable dish. But what
you donÕt really understand from the menu
is that the rack, while perched on a portion
of black lentils and spinach, really stands
naked and alone on the plate. YouÕll need a
side, for sure, and with this fried plantains
would be a natural.

Other entr�es you might consider:
adobo-spiced duck, Jamaican rum and
apple cider cured pork tenderloin; shrimp
and purple corn polenta with sausage,
spinach and a lobster curry sauce; and
mojo curry chicken. Even vegetarians are
not forgotten, for the kitchen offers a
Vegetarian Blue Plate with quino pumpkin
salad, Portobello mushrooms and sun-dried
tomatoes with spinach.

You will find a smart and comprehensive,
if short, wine menu. You may also find
dessert, but on the way in, IÕd spied
GeorgetownÕs newest ice cream heaven, a

tiny cup of a place called Isee Icy, just next
door to Red Ginger. Better yet, this odd
newcomer, all white and shiny and filled
with ice cream dreams, offers made-on-the-
premises dulce de leche ice cream in vari-
ous iterations. We follow Italian formulae
for our ice creams, noted one of the count-
er girlsÑthose Italians know about ice
creams. However, itÕs not cheap, as a single
scoop costs $3.25. On the other hand,
youÕve probably never had it so good.      ■■

Red Ginger Caribbean and Latin
American Bistro, 1564 Wisc. Ave., NW;
tel., 965-7009; web, www.redginger-
bistro.com. Open for lunch, Tue.-Sat., and
dinner, Tue.-Sun. Entrée prices: $14-$19.
Major credit cards accepted.

*Alexandra Greeley is a food writer, editor and restaurant
reviewer. She has authored books on Asian and Mexican
cuisines published by Simon & Schuster, Doubleday,
and Macmillan. Other credits include food editor of
Vegetarian Times, restaurant reviews and food articles for
national and regional publications, as well as former
food editor/writer for the South China Morning Post in
Hong Kong.

DINING
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spice was also erotic. Galangal, a Southeast
Asian ginger the Europeans adopted, could
Òhelp those weak in the sports of Venus,Ó
Culpepper, the English herbalist preached.

In England, where Roman soldiers had
probably transported it by the 11th century,
gingerÕs vibrant associations added new
expressions to the language. As a noun, it
would mean vitality or liveliness. To Ògin-
ger upÓ was to give life to. The English
word for a knob of gingerÑÒraceÓÑwas the
root of the word Òracy.Ó

Like the Chinese, the Europeans had
faith in gingerÕs curative powers. King
Henry V of England urged his subjects to
sweat out the plague with doses of ginger.
The physicians at the medieval school of
medicine in Salerno, Italy explained illness
as the result of excessive cold and moisture:

ÒWithin the stomach, loins, and in the
lung Praise of hot ginger rightly may be
sung, It quenches thirst, revives, excites the
brain And in old age awakes young love
again.Ó

Since of all the spices it meshed best with
ginger, apothecaries and physicians admin-
istered it in candied form to their patients.
A variety of European confections were
built on the same foundation.
Gingerbread, the most celebrated of them,
first achieved fame in court society. The

cakes pictured the lords in all their glorious
finery. The sweet got its name, Bruce Cost
notes, from gingerbrati, the name for med-
icated ginger pastes in 13th century
England.

The Europeans were keen on fortifying
their drinks with ginger, an idea that goes
back as far as Hippocrates, who recom-
mended adding spices, like ginger, to
wines. The original liqueurs and cordials
were infused with ginger to promote
health.

The British instinctively added ginger to
their beer. Until World War II, Cost reveals,
English pubs offered their patrons ground
ginger to spike their ale or porter.

The saga of ginger takes us back to the
Caribbean and to where we started at the
TobagoÕs eatery. The Spaniards took ginger
to the Caribbean in the 16th century,
where the islanders started cultivating the
plant and incorporating the spice in their
cooking. When the English ousted the
Spanish, they brought along their ginger
beer habit. Instead of the dried ginger used
in Britain, the West Indians livened up
their ginger tea, alcoholic and non-alco-
holic ginger beer, with the fresh stem.

As had happened in so many other cul-
tures, ginger developed into folk medicine
in the Caribbean. If you feel a cold coming
on or are just feeling a little low, some of
the bracing pineapple ginger juice at
TobagoÕs Caf� might be just the remedy.

■■
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Ginger Sources
¥ Burma Restaurant, 740 6th St., NW (2nd Fl.); tel., 638-1280.
¥ Islander Caribbean Restaurant, 1201 U St.; tel., 234-4955. This Trinidadian eatery
offers superb ginger beer, mauby, and sorrell drinks.
¥ Regent, 1910 18th St.; tel., 232-1781. This recently opened Thai restaurant makes
a spicy Tom Kha Gai, a chicken and coconut milk soup which contains galangal,
once known as ÒSiamese ginger.Ó
¥ Sala Thai, 2016 P St.; tel., 872-1144. This long-standing restaurant also serves Tom
Kha Gai, with a more lemony accent than the RegentÕs.
¥ TobagoÕs Catering and Caf�, 1845 7th St. (a few steps from the Shaw-Howard Univ.
Metro stop); tel., 332-1473.
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T he InstituteÕs current exhibition,
ÒDiego y Frida A Smile in the Middle

of the Road,Ó captures in 96 extraordinary
photographs the powerful strength and the
ineffable tenderness of the love that bonded
the lives and careers of two of 20th century
MexicoÕs greatest and best known icons of
art and personal activismÑDiego Rivera
and Frida Kahlo. Rivera, long the almost
mythic prototype of the peopleÕs avatar in
politics and the arts, was equally well
known in the U.S. as one of the founders of
the brilliant Mexican muralist movement
and as an unflinchingly independent, left-
wing Communist agitator. And after his art,
RiveraÕs great loves throughout his long,
turbulent, and extraordinarily productive
life, were Frida Kahlo, 20 years his junior,
who he married twice (after two earlier
marriages), and women in general, with
whom he had extra-marital affairs through-
out the 25 years of his marriage(s) to Kahlo.

Rivera painted the largeness, energy, and

dynamism of his beloved Mexico every-
where he went; his protean spirit and exu-
berant talent were matched only, said
some, by his physical girth. With her ele-
gant comparative slightness, Frida appears
almost like DiegoÕs ÒgirlfriendÓ in some of
their double portraits, regardless of whether
the two are being depicted as artists, politi-
cal revolutionaries, lovers, or simply two
people pictorially captured at a moment in
their daily lives. The impact of RiveraÕs
monumental artistic accomplishments
remains as strong as everÑin both muse-

ums and galleries and on the walls of many
grand public places. TodayÕs adulation of
Frida and her art, feminism, and coura-
geous activismÑin published biographies,
feature length films, and lavish art exhibi-
tions of her paintings and drawingsÑhas,
for the moment, reversed the order of
ÒDiego and Frida.Ó It is now ÒFrida and
DiegoÓ with gender, personal identity, and
self-reflexive expressionism as the forefront.
And perhaps the challenges of todayÕs prob-
lems of art and life make this perfectly
appropriate. Diego Rivera would be aston-
ished!

The well-lighted exhibition spaces of the
InstituteÕs Jos� Clement Orozco Gallery are
dramatically animated by the skillful instal-
lation of these 96 strong and ÒpunchyÓ
black and white photographs capturing
Frida and Diego in their many pursuits.
Especially captivating are those depicting
the two leading protest marches and rallies,
appearing as artists and lovers, and Diego
and Frida photographed
with their pet monkey.
There is nothing precious
about these photographs;
they are as protean as were
the loves and achieve-
ments of the two individu-
als pictured.

The presence of Frida
and DiegoÕs images even
overwhelms the power and
skill of the photographic
talents who took the pic-
turesÑEdward Weston,
Tina Modotti, Juan
Guzman, and Manuel
Alvarez Bravo, to name
several examples in the
show. A further bonus for
exhibition viewers is the
inclusion in the third
room of the gallery of a
fascinating 58-minute doc-
umentary film by Mary
Lance, entitled ÒDiego
Rivera: I Paint what I See.Ó
The film includes Frida
KahloÕs observation, when
said by Andre Breton to be
a surrealist painter, ÒOh
no, I simply paint what
passes through me!Ó This
wonderful show continues

only through August 27, and is accompa-
nied by a handsome, fold-out stiff paper
pamphlet with reproductions of 18 of the
96 photographs and, like admission to the
InstituteÕs exhibitions, lectures, and films, is
free to the public.

—Anthony L. Harvey

T he authors of the introduction to the
exhibition ÒSamuel Mockbee and the

Rural Studio: Community Architecture,Ó
Gail Trechsel and David Moos, throw out
an eloquent gauntlet for those intrepid
museum-goers who wish to explore the pio-

neering path charted by the Hale County,
AlabamaÕs MacArthur Foundation architec-
tural genius who created buildings fash-
ioned from the most ordinary of salvaged,
recycled, found, gathered, and donated
commercially discarded materials into
handsome, hand-built houses, community
centers, churches, meeting pavilions, and
playhouses of visually striking beauty and
ingenious and fundamental utility.

MockbeeÕs gauntlet is the pilgrimÕs path
of a life-long creative enterprise in which,
as a practicing and teaching architect, he
formulated three defining parameters for
himself and his work: Òa moral sense, the
ability to observe (truth), and a sense of
wonder (beauty).Ó The resulting work of
Mockbee and his collaborators and stu-
dents has been carefully laid out in a series
of galleries on the museumÕs second floor.
The range of materials used in these cre-
ations includes hay bales, gathered wooden
branches, donated and salvaged roof tops,
recycled concrete fragments from old high-
way construction, large used colored glass
bottles, old automobile tires, and discarded
(previously unused) commercially manu-
factured carpet tiles.

Boldly contrarian, Mockbee defined the
Rural Studio as an educational program
with the goal of creating Òthe citizen archi-
tect, who fully realizes the importance of
the decisions he makes. The ultimate goal
is for the citizen architect to become an
integral part of the community: a natural
organic member of a community in the
most American, democratic way. Right now
the profession does not serve the democrat-
ic ideals of American communities.Ó

Mockbee had the students who attend
the Rural Studio expand their knowledge of
architecture by actually building their
designs. His intent, as described by the
exhibitionÕs curator, was to utilize the con-
cept of context-based learning; he asked his
students to leave the Auburn University
environment and take up residency in Hale
County, Alabama, one of the poorest
regions in the country.

NATIONAL BUILDING
MUSEUM

401 F St., NW (bet. 4th & 6th Sts.)
Mon.-Sat., 10am-5pm; Sun., 11am-5pm

info, 272-2448; www.nbm.org

MEXICAN CULTURAL 
INSTITUTE

2829 16th St., NW; tel., 728-1628; 
www.embassyofmexico.org/No Charge

Hours: Tue. - Sat., 11am-5:30pm
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At The Museums
By David Barrows* and Anthony L. Harvey**

*Anthony L. Harvey is a collector of contemporary art, with
an emphasis on Washington artists. He is a founding mem-
ber of the Washington Review of the Arts. For many years he
was the staff person in the United States Senate responsible
for arts and Library of Congress oversight by the SenateÕs
Rules and Administration Committee and the House and
SenateÕs Joint Committee on the Library.

** David Barrows is a published poet and painter whose work
has been shown in the Washington area over the past 20
years. He studied at the Cooper Union in New York and at
the Corcoran School of Art and earned his B.A. in Fine Arts
at The George Washington University. Yancey Chapel

Unknown author, “Diego and Frida walking by the
cactus fence of their House – Studio,” San Angel,
Mexico City, 1934.

Juan Guzmán, “Diego Rivera with Frida Kahlo in the English Hospital (ABC),” Mexico City, 1950.
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Mockbee (and his sense of social justice)
chose Hale County for his architectural lab-
oratory initially for its pure rural qualities,
its distance from the Auburn campus, its
lack of strict building codes, and its sheer
beauty, observes the exhibitionÕs curator,
and Òit was the simplicity, complexity, and
open hearts of the people who lured him to
stay.Ó

This marvelous exhibition includes
beautifully made models, two constructed
rooms for Rural Studio buildings,
MockbeeÕs paintings, drawings, and illus-
trated notebooks, and photomontage wall
displaysÑsomething for every age and
interest. Even photographs by Walker
Evans and William Christenberry make
guest appearances!

Two among the many examples of ingen-
ious design and exotic material solutions to
the construction of these community struc-
tures have special relevance to the contem-
porary needs of the Dupont Circle neigh-
borhood. Both are designed to meet priori-
ty needs of a communityÕs youth. The first is
the Akron Boys and Girls Club, described
as being Òinserted within the structure of an
existing brick building, this club is a small
example of Ôurban renewalÕÑan after-
school facility providing a recreational
space, a computer laboratory, and a
libraryÓÑin a total area of only 2,500
square feet, with the structure completed by
the addition of the trademark Rural Studio
Òbig roof.Ó For the second youth activity
related structure, the Newbern Baseball
Field, the Rural StudioÕs design problems
centered on a rotting, dilapidated
backstop and the existing fieldÕs
patchwork chicken wire fencing.
The exhibitionÕs wall text observes:
ÒThe striking solution that the stu-
dents created for the backstop shows
the ingenuity of the StudioÕs accom-
plishments. This backstop is unique:
it is a sophisticated sculptural ele-
ment that exists in the landscape; a
functioning baseball field girded by
asymmetrical, facetted chain-link
fence.Ó And, it is a beautiful sight!

Dupont CircleÕs Stead ParkÑwith
its unique opportunities for expand-
ing the range and scope of activities
on its playground, basketball court,
athletic field, and recreational cen-
ter facilitiesÑcould use a visit from
the students and collaborators of the
Rural Studio, the achievements of
which continue in glowing display
through September 6. Free, full
color leaflets and two stunning exhi-
bition catalogs accompany the
show.

—Anthony L. Harvey

An unlikely trio is being presented
together: the photography of Aaron

Siskind, which has used natural phenome-
na to echo highly abstracted shapes and
designs; photography of August Sander,
leaving us romantically wistful for land-
scapes of black and white trees of times
gone by; andÑthe real drawÑworks on
paper and on canvas by Georges Rouault.

We visit Rouault for the conviviality of
his works as well as for the secrets behind
some of his images discovered by infrared
cameras. While Sander will attract those
longing for idyllic nature, and Siskind will
draw the analytical purists who do not need
to set their visual anchors in the recogniza-
ble, we will come to Rouault for our treats.
All three artists were long-lived, but
Rouault and Sander were the more con-
temporary. The content of the two photog-
raphers is antithetical, and there is no aes-
thetic relationship going on between any of
the trio.

So, letÕs cut to the chase. While many
painting instructors will caution against the
use of black, Rouault was well aware of how
a band of ebony swears against color, heat-

ing the intensity of any color it meets, with
the color if already vivid becoming more
vivid against broad swipes of black. Rouault
received training in the field of stained
glass, perhaps explaining the frequent
avenues of black through his paintings.
This show deals with paintings on paper
mounted on different canvasses with paper
worked in gouache, watercolor or pastel
presented as if they were works in oil;
Rouault liked a rich
texture and often
mixed dry pigments
with glue. In addition
to works from the
Phillips itself, the large
room holds works on
loan from the Library
of Congress and the
National Gallery of Art,
with four from the
Foundation Georges
Rouault.

The Phillips presents
Rouault as part of the
early 20th century
revival of Catholicism
on the same wave
length as Jacques
Maritain; Rouault
choosing for subjects
the outcasts of society,
whether clowns, prostitutes, or the repen-
tant poet Verlaine (the adult lover of
Rimbaud, the adolescent poet).

What is special about this presentation of
Rouault is the pointing out of how he some-
times painted over his own lithographsÑ
Woman in Profileand Dame du Haut-
Quartier are placed side-by-side. While
some will yearn to linger under the huge
trees that Sander photographed, wanting to
wander through groves of a past Germany,
the room of Rouaults will prove to be the
meat and potatoes of your visit. Be sure to
get there before September 5 when the
three showings end. 

—David Barrows

ÒB y Hand in the Electronic Age:
Contemporary TapestryÓ at this

small gem of a museum in Kalorama
Heights is a presentation of the work of 14
fiber artists who use the ancient form of tex-
tile hand weaving to create beautiful exam-
ples of one of the oldest forms of textile art.
Slowly and deliberately woven, these hand-
woven tapestries offer a contrarian and wel-
come witness against the increasingly fast
paced, electronic displaced and dehuman-
ized world of computers, communications,
and wiz-bang output devices.

ÒBy HandÓ is a two-part exhibition which
includes, in the first part, the work of 12
artists from Hungary who are shown in a
survey of one work from each of the artists.
The second part is an in-depth look at the
work of two artistsÑCanadian Marcel
Marois, who is professor of art at the
Univesit� du Quebec � Chicoutimi, and
the American artist Jon Eric Riis, who
began weaving tapestry as an undergradu-

ate at the School of the Art Institute of
Chicago after seeing pre-Columbian
Peruvian tapestries in the museumÕs collec-
tion. Marcel Marois, who, as noted by exhi-
bition curator and scholar Rebecca
Stevens, is Òcredited with making tapestry
relevant to our time explores 21st century
aesthetic ideas in his allegorical tableaux.
Dissolving the boundaries between abstrac-
tion and figuration, [MaroisÕ] works are
woven with consummate skill and sensitivi-
ty.Ó MiroirsÑTurbulences, which uses text
and images to explore environmental
issues, and MaroisÕ abstract study of the
stages of life, destruction, and rebirth in a
forest ravaged by wildfire, are particularly
engaging.

In drawing inspiration from sources as
diverse as Greek mythology and current
events, Curator Stevens comments on Jon
Eric Riis and his masterful ability to Òjuxta-
pose materials and imagery to investigate
issues of identity and [current] notions of
beauty. His Icarusseries, perhaps inspired
by the rise and fall of technology titans at
the center of the dot com boom [and bust],
places this ancient myth in a contemporary
context.Ó

This colorful and thoroughly engaging
exhibition continues through September 5.
Admission is free, although a $5 donation is
suggested. ÒBy HandÓ is accompanied by a
beautifully printed, full-color catalog with
essays by curator Stevens and Hungarian art
historian Edit Andras.

—Anthony L. Harvey

THE TEXTILE MUSEUM
2320 S Street, NW; tel., 667-0441;

www.textilemuseum.org
Mon.-Sat., 10am-5pm; Sun., 1-5pm

PHILLIPS COLLECTION
21st & Q Sts., NW; tel., 387-2151

Tue.-Sat., 10am-5pm; 8:30pm, Thu.;
Sun., Noon-7pm

Admission: weekdays, by contribution;
weekends, $6.50 

(over 62, $3.25; under 18, free)

Georges Rouault, “Dame du Haut-Quartier,” 1934.

August Sander, “Oak Tree,” ca. 1930-1940.

Jon Eric Riis, “Icarus #3,” 2002.

Jon Eric Riis, “Masked Muses,” detail, 2000.



IF NO AREA CODE
PHONE NUMBER
IS D.C.—i.e., (202)

ART & ANTIQUES

OIL PAINTING RESTORATION by
experienced conservator. Free in-
home estimates. References. One
block from Dupont Circle Metro.
Will pick up & deliver. Please call
(202) 986-0746. [36-7:12]

BUSINESS SERVICES

WEB SITE CONTENT—Exciting,
Effective: David Pursglove, Food,
Drink, Hospitality writer, editor, pub-
lisher—Major dailies (Post, Star,
Times, others); magazines (Wash-
ingtonian, Readers Digest, many
others); Internet, WGMS-FM, UPI
Radio Network; Military Affairs,
Intelligence. Food and Drink-related
Espionage thrillers: One episode
per week on your web site keeps
your audience returning for latest
episode, keeps your audience talk-
ing about your site. Examples at
www.ClassActBooks.com. Tel.,
(202) 244-3686; email, david@
pursglove.com.                     [0-0-0]

CHILD CARE

DO YOU NEED a babysitter? I can
come to your home. Call 265-3039.

[36-7:12]

COMPUTER SERVICES

NEED A LITTLE computer help?
NW DC resident with training back-
ground will tutor you in e-mail,
Internet, Windows, MS Word, or
other programs. Mac, PDA, and
digital camera experience also. Call
Brett at (202) 237-2185.          [36-3:4]

COMPUTER SERVICES: Problem
with your PC or Network?
Computer Systems Engineer will
come to you with help. Home
Business. Call: D. Guisset, (301)
270-4848. [36-1:12]

COUNSELING SERVICES

CREATIVE COUNSELING. Use
creative process to transform diffi-
cult times into heroic journeys.
Explore your innate creativity, jump-
start a creative project, learn strate-
gies for overcoming fear and stress.
Cleveland Park location. For more
information, contact Juliet Bruce,
Ph.D. Juliet is a writer, transforma-
tional arts counselor, and executive
director of Institute for
Transformation Through the Arts, a
nonprofit that offers arts-based pro-
grams to support individual and
community well being. www.arts-
for-life.org, (202) 667-3766. [36-2:2]

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CONTRACTOR LEADS! Connect
with customers ready to buy. NO
FEES, NO COMMISSION, NO
RISKS.(301) 779-2628.          [36-1:1]

HOME IMPROVEMENT
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed contractor specialized in
remodeling and finishing projects:
Drywall and Carpentry work,
Interior/Exterior Painting, hardwood
floors, Tiling projects, plumbing,
electrical. Our team is experienced;
our prices reasonable, and we work
to your schedule. Call  (703) 606-
4888 or crawfordassociates@hot-
mail.com. [36-4:4]

MISC. SERVICES

HAULING & REMOVAL. DC area.
Flexible hours. Call for estimate.
(202) 210-5737. [36-4:]

MISC. SERVICES

YOUR HOUSE RESEARCHED.
Do you know your house or building
history? You should! We research
the architects, builders, and owners
associated with your house; when it
was built, how it changed, who lived
there, and where they worked.
Detailed chronological text and vin-
tage photos presented now in color!
Free estimate! Contact Kelsey &
Associates, “The House History
People” at (202) 462-3389 or at
DCHouseHistory@aol.com, or visit
us at www.washingtonhistory.com.

[0-0-0]

MOVING SERVICES

DISCOUNT MOVING BOXES
delivered to your door. 20 boxes
plus packing supplies, $49. Larger
kits available. Free shipping. 100%
money-back guarantee. www.
MovingBoxes.us. [36-5:4]

PETS

HOUND NEEDS HOME! Winnie is
a sweet and gentle 5-yr.-old tricolor
mixed hound (65 pounds) search-
ing for her forever home. She’s
housetrained, adorable and loves
people. More info at www.home-
town.aol.com/andrewwstn or call
Andrew at (202) 667-4967.    [36-2:1]

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY. One
time fee $35.00. www.RTR-
Vitamins.com. [36-11:12]

ENVIRONMENTAL Technical
Analyst. Institute of Clean Air
Companies, small nonprofit repre-
senting stationary air pollution con-
trol industry, offering unique oppor-
tunity for responsible, motivated
individual, with excellent analytical,
writing and interpersonal skills.
Provide support for Institute’s pro-
grams and operations, including
website support and technical doc-
uments. Need 2-4 yrs. experience,
bachelors in engineering or envi-
ronmental science, computer profi-
ciency. Send cover letter, resumé to
David Foerter, dfoerter@icac.com.

[36-2:1]

MOUNTAINTOP A-FRAME rental,
Lost River, WV. Spacious deck,
great view. 3-BR, 11⁄2-BA, fully-
equipped, satellite TV. Very com-
fortable and attractive. WHEEL-
CHAIR ACCESS. PETS WEL-
COME. 21⁄2 hrs. from DC. $120/
night for two, 2-night min; add’l. per-
son, $10/night. Pet, $25. 202-387-
0322 or joekeyer@erols.com. [36-6:9]

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

HOUSE RESEARCHED. Do you
know the house or building’s histo-
ry? We research the architects,
builders, and owners associated
with the property; when it was built,
how it changed, who lived there,
and where they worked. Detailed
chronological text and vintage pho-
tos presented now in color! Great
marketing tool for sellers! Prepared
at reasonable prices by historic
preservation professionals. For
more info and free estimate, con-
tact Kelsey & Associates, “The
House History People,” at (202)
462-3389 or at DCHouseHistory
@aol.com, or visit us at www.wash-
ingtonhistory.com. [0-0-0]

REAL ESTATE / 
VACATION RENTALS

EMPLOYMENT
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DEADLINES
Ads received after the Monday deadline may be accept-
ed on a space available basis, but subject to an addi-
tional service fee of $5 to cover extra production costs.

For September 10 issue
Friday, September 3

Mail with Check or Money Order to:
InTowner Classifieds

1730-B Corcoran St.,NW Wash. DC, 20009 
or FAX with Credit Card Info. to:

(202) 265-0949
Or E-MAIL to: classifieds@intowner.com

INSTRUCTIONS & RATES 

All straight line ads appear on our web site in addition to being
published in the print edition. The cost for these is as follows:
$5.00 minimum charge for up to 10 words and 50¢ per word
thereafter, whether business or non-business ads. The same rate
applies to nonprofit organizations. Phone numbers, e-mail
addresses (and URLs) as well as abbreviations count as single
words. All-capitalized and/or bold-faced words are charged at
the rate of 75¢ each—except that the first 2 or 3 words of each
ad are automatically set as all-caps bold at no extra charge. Thus,
when composing your ad, it should be written so that those first
words clearly state the main selling point being emphasized.

ALL ADS MUST BE PREPAID BEFORE THEY ARE RUN

If ad runs 4 or more consecutive months there is a 10% dis-
count: 15% if run for an entire year.

For‘At Your Service Directory” rate and frequency discount
information, call the advertising office at (202)-234-1717.

To place an ad using the coupon provided below, be sure to
include your mailing address and both day and evening tele-
phone numbers. It is very important that we be able to reach you
if we have a question about your ad at the time it is being type-
set (which can be during evening hours); when we are on press
deadline time is critical. If not using a typewriter, be sure to print
legibly. If the coupon does not afford enough space for your
message, simply use a separate sheet of paper and submit it with
the coupon attached on top.

You may also use our 24-hour fax service to send this coupon (or
separate sheet) with credit card information. The fax number for
ads is (202) 265-0949.

For an additional $2 service charge, ads may be charged to
American Express, VISA. or MasterCard; simply provide the
requested information on the coupon or separately. If paying by
check or money order ,make payable to “InTowner Classifieds.”

We do not automatically provide proof of publication. If you
wish to be sent a tearsheet for this purpose, we will do so, but
only upon receipt of a stamped, self-addressed envelope
(“SASE”) and payment of $1.00.

The InTowner reserves the right to edit for clarity and to use appropriate
abbreviations if necessary to fit available space. The InTowner also
reserves the right to reject or cancel any ad for any reason at its discretion.
Neither the Intowner Publishing Corporation nor its publisher, editor,
employees, or representatives can be responsible for content of any ad. 

DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS
Display Classifieds are ads with a border around them. (On our
web site these ads will appear in “straight line” format only.) At
the advertiser’s option such ads may have centered and high-
lighted text elements not normally available in standard classi-
fieds. Space for these ads is sold at the rate of $25 per column
inch (columns are 1 1⁄2 inches wide), with the minimum being 1
inch deep; additional space may be purchased @1⁄4-inch incre-
ments. Art work may be incorporated under certain conditions
subject to a set-up charge. The advertising office must be called
at (202) 234-1717 for a price quote before payment is sent for
the reason that we cannot know the final ad size until the text is
set by the computer. Payment terms for Display Classifieds are
the same as for regular classifieds, as outlined above. 

ERRORS & OMISSIONS
We strive to avoid errors, but if one should occur, advertisers
must notify us by telephoning the business office at (202) 234-
1717 within 10 days of publication. We will either publish a
“make good” in the next month’s issue at no charge or provide
credit, whichever is appropriate. No credits or adjustments will
be made, however, if the error does not materially affect the
meaning or utility of the ad.

Name    _____________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Nos. (with area codes)     Daytime (_____) _______________ Evening (_____) _______________

Indicate classification: ______________________

Here is my InTowner Classified Ad:

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

TheInTowner CCllaassssiiffiieeddss

MAIL TO: InTowner Classifieds
1730-B Corcoran St., NW
Washington, DC 20009

PLEASE MAKE CHECK OR
MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO

INTOWNER CLASSIFIEDS

THIS FORM MAY ALSO 
BE SENT BY FAX—
SEE INSTRUCTIONS

To figure cost (subject to verification):
1st 10 words min. charge: $_____

_____  words @ 50¢ ea. _____
_____  words @ 75¢ ea. _____
_____  Col. inch @ $25* _____

subtotal $_____
x_____months _____
-10% if 4 mos. or more _____
-15% if full year _____

$1.00 tearsheet service _____
$2.00 charge service _____
TOTAL $_____
* For boxed ads only. See Instructions

PLEASE CHARGE TO:*

❑ VISA ❑ MASTERCARD     ❑ AMERICAN EXPRESS

CARD NO.:________________________________________

EXPIRES: ___/___

SIGNATURE: ______________________________________

*Charge will appear on statement as “Management Office”

36-3

See Our
Website 
For Links 

To Real Estate 
and Our Other

Advertisers
SEE NEXT PAGE FOR 
SERVICE DIRECTORY



climbing up into a trolley car, as trolley cars
used to go up Mt. Pleasant Street. Would
that those trolleys could ride again!

One travels up and down the gentle small
hills of Mt. Pleasant, past Sam GilliamÕs
home of brightly colored trim, down past
three-story houses rising sharp from an alley
in search of call boxes. In the 1800 block of
Kenyon Street we see a bronze scene with-
in the call box: an 18th century slave har-
vesting on land to be turned into the
District nearly a half century later. The

pedestal is painted many colorsÑthe
work of anotherÑrespected and left
intact by Ross.

Not only do composition, concep-
tion, and casting come from Ross but
so does the basic text on the plaques.
He had submitted his proposal to the
DC Heritage Tourism Coalition two
years ago, having heard about a call
box art competition. After research
and drawings he won the commis-
sion for the Mt. Pleasant neighbor-
hood and also garnering some DC
art grants; these funds, however, did
not meet all his expenses as bronze
casting is quite expensive. But, he
retains the intricate, carpentered
boxes made for these castings from
which a limited number of addition-
al castings will be made for sale.

Having mostly grown up in
Norway and Finland, Michael Ross
studied art at the Maryland Institute
College in Baltimore. He then
turned to carpentry before he earned
his BA, summa cum laude, in
anthropology a few years later at the
University of Maryland.

His sojourn in carpentry obviously
made a big difference, not only in
providing income to carry him
through his art to this dayÑhe
makes furniture as well, but it gave
him the skills to build the complex boxes
needed to hold intricate systems of plaster
molds.

RossÕ talents are not only on the three-
dimensional plane; his drawings and por-

traitsÑincluding his self-portraitsÑcan be
quite strong. A charcoal drawing of a black
model that caught my attention when I vis-
ited his studio, for example, catches pools of
reflected light in the forehead along with
portraying a deep and complex character.

The texture of flesh is real in spite
of the powdery material rendering
it.

Also noteworthy was a self-por-
trait in charcoal against a town-
scape of colored pastel. In this work
that reads like a unified painting,
we view Ross within a different
place of personality than the artist
we meet in person, the man of
sunny disposition with the full com-
pliments of youth. In this picture,
by contrast, he appears as introspec-
tive and a survivorÑnot miserable,
but confronted with challenge. In a
far away tree an older man is stand-
ing. That man is his grandfather
who came to Finland to avoid the
CzarÕs pogroms. Still, an earlier self-
portrait in oil impasto shows a
young man already assaulted but
not defeated in the least by the real
world. 

Michael Ross has been featured
in group shows at the Walters Art
Museum in Baltimore as well as in
DCÕs own MOCA and Art-O-
Matic. Three of his sculptures have
been installed on the fa�ade of the
Dos Gringos Caf� 

on Mt. Pleasant Street. A walk-
around Mt. Pleasant will offer an
opportunity to view all nine of his

call box creations. Enjoy. ■■

Michael K. Ross Studio, 3163 18th St.,
NW; tel., 460.5569; web, www.michael-
rossart.com. By appointment.
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS

“At Your Service” Directory

PAINTING

WELDING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

UPHOLSTERY SERVICES

INTERIOR DESIGN

CLEANING SERVICES

V.I.P. CLEANING
All phases of cleaning & odd jobs. 

And, Yes—I also do windows!
Available on 24-hours notice, 24/7.
One-time cleaning • weekly, bi-weekly

construction clean-up • move in/move out
Same day emergency cleaning also available

Call anytime. James.
(202) 276-1187.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

SUMMER SPECIALREUPHOLSTERY
Keep Your Family Heirlooms Looking Good!

• Unlimited Fabric Selection
• Free In-Home Estimate

• Pick-Up and Delivery
• Major Credit Cards Accepted

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCEPTS DESIGN • (202) 397-7909
www.environmental.nv.switchboard.com

WINDOW FASHIONS

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCEPTS DESIGN
(202) 397-7909

www.environmental.nv.switchboard.com

WINDOW FASHIONS AND INTERIORS
75% OFF MINIBLINDS & MICROBLINDS
70% OFF VERTICALS & WOOD BLINDS

70% OFF DUETTES & PLEATED SHADES
40% OFF SILHOUETTES & WOVEN WOODS

WILL BEAT ALL COMPETITORS BY 5%

ROLLER SHADES, SHUTTERS, BALLOONS, ROMANS AND DRAPERIES

FREE HOME SHOPPING with LICENSED INTERIOR DESIGNER

All Major 
Credit Cards

NEIGHBORHOOD ART
From p. 6

photo—Michael K. Ross

“The Trolley Arrives in Mount Pleasant”

photo—Michael K. Ross

Self-portrait, Departures
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such as the infamous 7th Street Crew. As
for the charge about removing the flowers,
Crawford suggested that what was probably
happening was that the landscaping con-
tractor was replacing plantings at the prop-
erty.

According to MannaÕs Robinson, ÒThese

properties were allowed to fail inspections
for two or more years. The administration
sits back and watches and there are never
any consequences for these owners,Ó she
added. ÒWith all the talk of building a new
city, we have to realize that these tenants
are happy to be living in a neighborhood
with a grocery store, to be near a subway;
itÕs a desirable place for them to live in too.Ó

■■
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RICH LAMKIN 
YOUR BALTIMORE REALTOR

Allow Me To Find An Affordable Home
For You In The Various Exciting
Neighborhoods Of Baltimore! 

I’ll Earn Your Trust.

Charles Village • Hampden • Federal Hill
Canton • Ridgely’s Delight

410-419-2615-direct  •  410-561-0004-office
visit my web site @www.richardlamkin.com

Living In Baltimore
Here For 40+ Yrs.

For major moves . . . call
BRUCE MAJORS

202-486-3127
Bruce Majors 

Re/Max Allegiance
www.BruceMajors.com 
DCRealtorNW@aol.com

Buyer brokerage services available

1526 17th St. NW • Dupont Circle
Top floor two bedroom two bath. Twelve windows with great
light. Plantation shutters and built-in shelves. Marble master

bath with large 2 person soaking tub. Pets allowed. $429,000.

from varied ethnic and geographic perspec-
tives,Ó she said

Representatives from non-profit organi-
zations, civic associations (Kalorama
Citizens, Adams Morgan Community, and
Reed Cooke Neighborhood), landlords and
the neighborhoodÕs retailers, restaurant and
bar owners have participated in the plan-
ning. Matt Forman of KCA cited the hard
work by many people, noting, ÒThis is a dif-
ficult and demanding process, with all the
permitting and insurance and other
details.Ó

Challenges abound relating to pedestri-
an management, volunteer coordination,
security, police presence, and rest facilities.
Pat Patrick, longtime resident and real
estate brokerÑand former festival director
for many yearsÑis concentrating on Òday
ofÓ planning, and mentioned that volun-
teers are always needed. The festivalÕs direc-
tor is Meryl Icove (AMDay2004@yahoo.
com), from Doggie Style Bakery, and Paul
Marengo is volunteer coordinator
(AMDay2004vollies@yahoo.com). The
vendor application is available on line at
www.AMMainStreet.org.

*The writer, an organizational development consultant and
neighborhood resident for the past four years, chairs the
Organization Committee of Adams Morgan Main Street.

ADAMS MORGAN
From p. 8

SHAW
From p. 10

It Happened in Paris Also
Washington is certainly not the first city to initiate an aggressive redevelop-

ment strategy. The Paris of Napoleon III in the mid-19th century turned over
a massive amount of resources and power to Baron Haussmann, a romantic Òartist-
demolitionistÓ and reader of Goethe and Byron, who created the famous wide
boulevards that residents soon took to barricade during the cityÕs period of unrest.
Haussmann and his agents had unlimited access to the cityÕs funds and operated a
kind of midnight government of expropriations, who spoke in the name of Òa roof
for fathers and a cradle for infantsÓ while displacing the countless thousands that
had collected in poverty around the core of the city. The circularly-designed city
with a thousand little byways was expanded in a way that was unquestionably finan-
cial and military in character: wide boulevards were erected that would allow mil-
itary regiments to pass through, and the barricade fighting that residents engaged
in was not enough to supplant a plan that had been willed from the top.

ÑK. S.
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Circle Historic Histrict. And, at the end of
the ANCÕs monthly meeting, the
CommissionÕs chair, Darren Bowie, offered
a resolution, which was unanimously
adopted, that the Mayor be requested to
sign no lease regarding the Stead

Playground until such lease had been
reviewed by the ANC.

Several commissioners intend to offer a
motion or resolution regarding a Freedom
of Information Act inquiry to the
Department of Parks and Recreation for
files and documents pertaining to Stead
Playground and the proposed lease
between the city and the Center at the
August meeting. ■■

STEAD PARK
From p. 9

Prominent Artist Presents Ideas
for Park Redesign and Better Use

I ngenious recreational playground animals vied with inviting mathematical puzzles
and games in a four-color side show depicting the parks and playgrounds created by

sculptor, designer, and internationally-known visual artist Arale Ben-Arieh, which was
shown at the July meeting of the Friends of the Stead Playground.

The artist provided a running commentary for the slides in which he described how
he worked with parkland spaces to create recreational, sports, and playground areas
that engaged both participants and spectators in colorful and aesthetically pleasing
surroundings. In an informed and engaging manner, Arale encouraged the Stead
Friends to think broadly and widely and to open their horizons to a larger presence in
the neighborhood for the Stead Playground land, a site where, Arale asserted (and
explained), nothing is really in its right spaceÑand the results are confining, jail-like
spaces; he further noted the possibilities inherent when incorporating the streets and
alleys surrounding Stead in the very fabric of the playground and its playing fields,
open/green spaces, and outdoor basketball courts.

Arale also observed that the backs and sides of restaurants and retail establishments
adjacent to the park on 17th and P Streets could become part of the PlaygroundÕs
streetscape. Adults should envision passive recreational green space, well-shaded,
more where they might sit and drink coffee, read the newspaper, and watch their chil-
dren playing in the expanded Stead facility.

Continuing, Arale further noted that a Stead Playground redesign could be
achieved without losing any of the existing open/green space, even with the provision
of walkways and increased pedestrian traffic thru the playground from the alleys and
streets surrounding it. Stead should become the neighborhoodÕs landmarkÑits starÑ
Arale averred, rather than its current (and somewhat relegated) status as the neigh-
borh6bdÕs backyard.

AraleÕs creative observations on Stead Playground, and his recommended new ways
of thinking about the playgroundÕs acreage, resonated throughout the subsequent
neighborhood discussion during at the first the August 4 community meeting at
Foundry Church. ■■
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SINGLE FAMILY HOUSES
4114 Arkansas Ave.  449,000
52 Bryant St. 503,000
1238 Columbia Rd. 700,000
917 Euclid St. 265,000
926 Euclid St. 341,900
978 Florida  299,000
986 Florida  245,000
736 Girard St. 250,000
735 Gresham Pl. 300,000
715 Harvard St. 55,000
719 Harvard St. 279,995
1207 Harvard St. 502,914
1471 Harvard St. 629,000
1612 Hobart St. 650,000
1630 Hobart St. 736,000
3427 Holmead Pl. 789,000
1731 Irving St. 654,500
634 Keefer Pl. 260,000
647 Keefer Pl. 325,000
738 Lamont St. 235,000
442 Luray Pl. 306,500
306 M St. 485,000
1635 Marion St. 435,000
1813 Monroe St. 445,000
1855 Monroe St. 725,000
712 Morton St. 393,000
743 Morton St. 63,500
1600 New Jersey 453,000
445 Newton Pl. 353,000
542 Newton Pl. 140,000
1339 Newton St. 350,500
1340 Newton St. 519,000
940 O St. 275,000
646 Park Rd. 170,000
1653 Park Rd. 501,000
1345 Parkwood Pl. 648,000
1361 Parkwood Pl. 623,000
1343 Perry Pl. 380,000
1108 Q St. 390,000
1010 Quebec Pl. 325,000
32 Quincy Pl. 459,900
36 Quincy Pl. 460,000
415 R St. 585,000
1329 R St. * 1,350,000
57 Rhode Isl. Ave.  545,000
443 Ridge St. 289,900
1318 Riggs St. 830,000
503 S St. 450,000
919 S St. 625,000
947 S St. 700,000
3328 Sherman  230,000
1700 Swann St. 1,200,000
531 T St. 950,000
928 T St. 500,000
1766 T St. 785,000
2517 University Pl. 450,000
2556 University Pl. 701,000
136 V St. 426,500
122 W St. 428,000
1827 Wyoming Ave. 1,500,000
1327 1st St. 372,500
1846 3rd St. 332,000
1201 4th St. 410,000
1722 4th St. 529,000
1936 4th St. 350,000
2009 4th St. 192,000
1243 5th St. 410,000
1613 5th St. 330,000
1902 6th St. 325,000
1714 9th St. 765,000
1914 11th St. 770,000
2811 11th St. 470,000
3649 11th St. 651,500
2218 12th Pl. 417,500
2113 12th St. 600,000
2246 12th St. 545,000
1334 13th St. 640,000
2541 13th St. 1,550,000
3319 16th St. 865,000
3606 16th St. 749,000
3343 17th St. 760,000
3519 17th St. 768,500
3177 18th St. 719,000
3323 18th St. 776,000
2332 19th St. 996,050

*This house was the subject of this newspaperÕs 
ÒScenes from the PastÓ feature, July 2004 (pg. 12).

CONDOMINIUMS
1816 5th St.  #1 The Blake 296,254
1816 5th St.  #2 The Blake 315,510
1816 5th St.  #3 The Blake 391,000
1816 5th St.  #5 The Blake 379,455
1816 5th St.  #6 The Blake 359,925
1816 5th St.  #7 The Blake 379,455
1634 6th St.  #2 The Bethany 385,000
1124 10th St.  #Ta The Clyde 385,000
1124 10th St.  #Tb The Clyde 525,000
1124 10th St.  #5a The Clyde 710,000
1412 11th St.  #2 Logan Villa 430,000
2004 11th St.  #324 The Lincoln 484,000
2004 11th St.  #327 The Lincoln 332,000
2004 11th St.  #431 The Lincoln 335,155
2001 12th St.  #110 The Lincoln 385,000

2001 12th St.  #218 The Lincoln 489,000
1245 13th St.  #101 Park Princess 332,500
1225 13th St.  #212 1225 Lofts 449,900
1325 13th St.  #305 The Iowa 356,000
1225 13th St.  #309 1225 Lofts 329,900
1225 13th St.  #806 1225 Lofts 309,900
1300 13th St.  #105 Solo Piazza 499,900
1300 13th St.  #603 Solo Piazza 452,000
2440 16th St.  #423 Park Tower 249,999
3420 16th St.  #302s Northbrook 385,000
3420 16th St.  #604s Northbrook 262,000
1935 17th St.  #A 169,000
2410 20th St.  #206 309,000
2410 20th St.  #310 390,625
1155 23rd St.  #4l North Ritz-Carlton Res. 575,000
2633 Adams Mill Rd.  #204The Pasadena 269,500
1660 Beekman Pl.  #5k1 Beekman Place 553,000
1821 Belmont Rd.  #6 467,000
1923 Belmont Rd.  #1082 Kalorama Place 535,000
2032 Belmont Rd.  #111 Valley Vista 399,000
2032 Belmont Rd.  #310 Valley Vista 390,000
2032 Belmont Rd.  #410 Valley Vista 450,410
2205 California St.  #101 California House 575,000
1833 California St.  #404 287,500
2123 California St.  #C2 The Brighton 525,000
2138 California St.  #107 510,000
2230 California St.  #2a St. Nicholas         1,025,000
2230 California St.  #2aw St. Nicholas         1,200,000
1415 Chapin St.  #204 Hillside 216,000
1415 Chapin St. #405 Hillside 220,000
1427 Chapin St.  #205 Chapin Heights 357,000
1440 Church St.  #102 Saxon Court 540,000
1308 Clifton St.  #201 The Wardman 415,000
1401 Columbia Rd.  #109 Adams Court 225,000
1880 Columbia Rd.  #203 The Georgian 385,000
1882 Columbia Rd.  #104 The Kalorama 700,000
1754 Corcoran St.  #52b 245,000
1455 Florida Ave.   #2a The Bradford 585,000
1361 Irving St.  #8 349,000
1615 Kenyon St.  #4 The Alroy 265,000
1101 L St.  #802 Wisteria Mansions 275,000
2501 M St.  #718 The Westgate 620,000
1312 Mass. Ave.  #309 The Midtown 415,000
1711 Mass. Ave.  #228 Boston House 330,000
1711 Mass. Ave.  #516 Boston House 180,000
1312 Mass. Ave.  #707 The Midtown 369,000
1436 Meridian Pl.  #Ll2 The Reserve 200,000
1436 Meridian Pl.  #Ll4 The Reserve 178,000
1436 Meridian Pl.  #1 The Reserve 305,000
1436 Meridian Pl.  #2 The Reserve 200,000
1842 Mintwood Pl.  #6 470,000
1843 Mintwood Pl.  #110 The Mintwood 325,000
1881 Monroe St.  #B2 410,000
1440 N St.  #604 Town Terrace West 165,000
1203 N St.  #C Downtown I & II 391,500
1203 N St.  #F Downtown I & II 337,400
1205 N St.  #C Downtown I & II 431,700
1217 N St.  #2 Bellaterra 559,000
1217 N St.  #3 Bellaterra 550,000
1420 N St.  #709 Town Terrace East 175,000
1420 N St.  #1003 Town Terrace East 225,000
1495 Newton St.  #203 250,750
1201 O St.  #1A Logan South 341,200
1113 O St.  #2 Logan Court 419,000
1718 P St.  #308 315,000
1328 Park Rd.  #D 1328 Park South 649,000
1328 Park Rd.  #F 1328 Park South 649,000
1330 Park Rd.  #C 1328 Park South 534,000
2555 Penn. Ave.  #718 Westbridge 565,000
2555 Penn. Ave.  #812 Westbridge 528,500
1615 Q St.  #204 500,000
1615 Q St.  #211 318,000
5 Rhode Is. Ave.  #301 206,000
1317 Rhode Isl. Ave.  #1 The Rockingham 335,000
1425 Rhode Isl. Ave.  #11 The Willison 839,000
1441 Rhode Isl. Ave.  #808 389,000
1 Scott Cir.  #2 The General Scott 225,000
1731 T St.  #5 579,000
1738 T St.  #4 553,000
1300 Taylor St.  #001 The Adora 296,000
1300 Taylor St.  #002 The Adora 296,000
1300 Taylor St.  #101 The Adora 336,000
1300 Taylor St.  #102 The Adora 340,000
1300 Taylor St.  #201 The Adora 347,000
1300 Taylor St.  #202 The Adora 367,900
1300 Taylor St.  #205 The Adora 377,500
1300 Taylor St.  #301 The Adora 389,000
1300 Taylor St.  #302 The Adora 389,000
1300 Taylor St.  #303 The Adora 409,000
1300 Taylor St.  #304 The Adora 389,000
1239 Vermont Ave.  #804 Crescent Towers 230,000
905 Westminster St. #2 425,000
1848 Wyoming Ave.  #203 322,500

COOPERATIVES
2100 19th St.  #401 303,000
2707 Adams Mill Rd.  #110 157,000
1801 Clydesdale Pl.  #617 The Saxony 157,100
1860 Clydesdale St.  #305 The Clydesdale 227,000

*Jo Ricks is Associate Broker at City Houses in Washington,
DC. The sales shown here were handled by various agents
from the many real estate brokerage firms actively working
in the neighborhoods reported on by this newspaper.

Selected Recent Real Estate Sales
Prepared for the InTowner by Jo Ricks*

Reporting Period: June 2004

919 W ST, NW 
LOGAN / U STREET

$459,900
Beautifully renovated 2 bedroom, 2.5 bath, hard-

wood floors, tiled kitchen and baths, table size

kitchen, GRANITE counter tops, recessed lights,

lovely private patio, 2nd floor balcony. Walk to

Metro. For more information please call 202-939-

1222. 

1415 10TH ST, NW • LOGAN

$925,000
2 LOFTS IN ONE! 2800+SF. Each unit separately

metered, hardwood floors, stainless steel cabinets

and appliances, European baths, high ceilings, natu-

ral lights, Bosch w/d, landscaped front and rear yard

and secure off-street PARKING! For more informa-

tion please call 202-939-1222.

1749 S ST, NW • DUPONT

SOLD

$955,000
Historic townhome with every imaginable conven-

ience.  Great entertaining space, two car parking,

full finished basement, two fireplaces, second level

deck, three upper level bedrooms, plus guest suite

and three and a half baths.  Deceptively large inte-

rior and charming front garden.  Close to Dupont

Metro, Adams Morgan and shopping.  For more

information please call 202-939-1222.

Edward J. Poutier, GRI
202/939-1220

Laura Ferrazzano
202/302-1673

Stewart Coleman, ABR, CRS
202/939-1222

Edward Stewart

COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE
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Glen Echo/Bethesda $1,550,000
1990-built Neo-Traditional Colonial, with many

contemporary design features. 3 Fireplaces, 6 BR,
and 5 baths, plus library and forest views!

Molly Peter 202-326-1300

Downtown/Dupont Office
202-326-1010
Derick Hammond, Manager

Midtown/Cleveland Park
202-326-1100
Derick Hammond, Manager

Uptown/Chevy Chase Office
202-326-1300
Ken Frank, Manager

Glen Echo/Bethesda $899,000
Recently redone, with Brazillian cherry wood
floors, high-end kitchen, and slick tile baths!
Remarkably level yard is suitable for outside

entertaining. 5BR, 3-1/2 baths.
Molly Peter/Peggy Ferris 202-326-1300

Hill Crest $325,000
This 3BR 2BA house in Hill Crest comes fully

loaded. This one won't last so hurry!!

Daymon Anderson 202-326-1010

Bloomingdale
$519,813

Recently reduced
4BR 3.5 BA

Victorian with
many original fea-

tures, including 
4 fireplace mantels,

pocket doors,
10 ft. ceilings.

Also a separate
rental unit.

J.C. Blount 202-326-1010

Old City #2 $470,000
Recently reduced 2BR 1.5BA 3 level townhouse.

New gourmet kitchen, and sooo much more.

Tommy Wiggins 202-326-1010

Columbia Hts. 599,000
5BR 4BA house with lots of potential. Separate

rental unit in basement.

Tommy Wiggins 202-326-1010

Ledroit Park $495,000
Beautiful renovation of this 4 BR 2 BA home with

new kitchen. Minutes from everything.

Michael Kolein 202-326-1010

Capitol Hill $599,000
Be the one to personalize this 2BR 1BA home.

Call Pat today for viewing.

Pat Bonds 202-326-1010

Columbia Hts. $465,000
Classic 1920's Washington rowhouse, with 4 BRs, 1-

1/2 baths. Stunning hdwd. floors, cheerful sun-
room, and great proximity to Metro.

Kisha Martin-Addison 202-326-1300

Palisades $599,000
Just reduced 3BR 1.5BA brick colonial in sought
after Palisades. Lots of potential in this property.

John Goodloe 202-326-1100

Trinidad $320,000
3BR 2.5BA home in up and coming Trinidad is
being totally renovated, This will be a beauty.!

Virginia Walker 202-326-1010

Crestwood $999,900
Architecturally significant, custom-designed home,

beautifully sited on .25+ acre lot and walls of
windows for breathtaking views.

Judi Levin/Peggy Farris 202-326-1300


